Page | 2


[image: A logo with a tree

Description automatically generated with low confidence]
 
RIPPONDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
Minutes of the Meeting 
held on  
16th November 2023 



Ripponden Parish Council - Full Council Meeting
The 1,243rd Meeting of Ripponden Parish Council held on Thursday 16th November 2023.
Location: Ryburn Utd Football Club, Ripponden.
Start time: 19:15
Present: Cllr A Naylor, Cllr J Crossley, Cllr C Johnson, Cllr K Naylor, Cllr G Carter, Cllr L Webster, Cllr G Potts, Cllr P Nothard, Cllr R Nicholls, Cllr A Greenwood, Cllr P Hunt.
Lateness: Cllr R. Thornber (arrived 19:24)
MINUTES
1. Reminder by the Chairman of the expectations for audio or visual recording of the meeting.
The Chairman noted that recording of the meeting had begun.
2. To receive apologies for absence and lateness.
These were noted, as above. The Chair noted that going forward, reasons for absence need not be recorded in the minutes.
3. Public Participation.
None in attendance.
4. Opportunity for members of public to present issues of concern.
N/A
5. To accept the minutes of the 1,242nd meeting held on Thursday 2nd November 2023.
18918 RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted as a record of the meeting held on 2nd November 2023, with the correction that Cllr K Naylor was present. Proposed by Cllr C Johnson, seconded by Cllr G Carter.
6. To receive Parish Councillors’ declarations of interest.
Cllr K Naylor declared an interest in agenda item number 20.
7. To receive information on any on-going items identified in these and previous minutes and decide further action where necessary.
Cllr G. Carter reported she had seen Cllr Lynn from CMBC regarding environmental issues.

8. To receive reports from the Acting Clerk, Chairman, Committees, Councillors and Outside Bodies by Council Representatives.
Cllr Hunt reported a discussion with a local resident and businessperson who had experienced many motorists enquiring about local public conveniences. Cllr Hunt said he would like a discussion about the closed CMBC public toilets in Ripponden by the bus lay-by bringing back to council for debate in the new year.
Cllr Johnson reported that he would like to meet Mr Holroyde to debrief on Remembrance Sunday. He also noted that a Police Sgt from West Yorkshire Police can visit to the parish council for a meeting. Cllr Johnson further reported issues with the state of Moselden Lane, which was referred to ward cllrs.
Cllr K Naylor reported that she had tied wreathes together at the War Memorials in the parish to prevent them from being blown away by the elements.
Cllr G Potts reported problematic parking outside of St Bartholomew’s Church, of particular issue when the Dementia Friendly Café meet there. Solutions for this were discussed.
Cllr P Nothard provided an update on the problem with the wall nearby Rishworth Palace.
Cllr R Nicholls reported a bulb donation to Ripponden in Bloom from the White family. Cllr Nicholls further reported the weed clearance on Rochdale Road by his group of local volunteers.
Cllr A Greenwood reported she had contacted N. Goddard, the internal auditor, but no response was received. She reported that she had completed the GDPR training and that M365 had sent through a new agreement.
18919 RESOLVED that the Parish Council renews its agreement with M365. Proposed by Cllr C Johnson, seconded by Cllr P Nothard.
Cllr Greenwood further reported that she needs photos from some Cllrs for the website and personal statements.
Cllr Greenwood reported enquiries on behalf of Landscapes for Water to help progress their work and outreach. Cllr Greenwood asked for permission to contact CMBC to get details to assist with the formulation of the precept request.
Cllr A Naylor thanked Cllrs who turned out for Remembrance Sunday and noted a good attendance. He noted that a bill for £350 had come in from the band. A marching band has been booked for next year’s Remembrance Sunday.
9. To receive reports from Calderdale Councillors who represent Ryburn Ward. 

Cllr R. Thornber reported a good turn out at the War Memorials for Remembrance Sunday. On the subject of traffic, he reported on a Barkisland Road Signage Improvement update from CMBC which is to commence from 22 January 2024.
 
10. To agree Accounts for payment and note payments made.  
 
[bookmark: _Hlk150416010]18920 RESOLVED to agree payments to: 

· Cllr Johnson for Simprint reimbursement for £10
· WYFS for RS band for £350.
· Cllr A Naylor for reimbursement for Simprint Orders of Service for £165.
· Cllr A Naylor for reimbursement for British Legion Wreaths for £165.

And note payments made:

· MS 265 Basic license for £64.80
· MS 365 Standard license for £11.28
· Geoff Potts for battery reimbursement for amp for £34.98
· YLCA for GDPR training for £33.40
· Grant to Two O’Clock Club for £150.

Proposed by Cllr G Carter, seconded by Cllr J Crossley.

18921 RESOLVED to exclude press and public. Proposed by Cllr A Naylor, seconded by Cllr K Naylor.

18922 RESOLVED to readmit press and public. Proposed by Cllr A Naylor, seconded by Cllr R Thornber.

11. To receive Correspondence  
i. Items received after the Agenda went out  
ii. Information only  
iii. Invitations 

There was a discussion of the correspondence and a discussion on the council’s social media policy which shall be reissued to all Cllrs.

12. To consider any updates regarding premises for use as a storage facility and office for the Parish Council including any update on the current storage facility.

Cllr Nicholls discussed the findings from the QS report and there followed a discussion about the costs involved and the Parish Council reserves. Cllr Carter stated that the council should contact CMBC regarding our intentions. Some discussion took place about the terms of the asset transfer and the importance of usage and visitor numbers were discussed. The meeting also discussed the structure of the building and that the council is to ensure it is satisfied with the JWA milestones. The council agreed to meet with CMBC in the New Year and to bring this item back to the next meeting to discuss the Joint Working Agreement.

Cllr R Nicholls left the meeting: 20:43.

13. To discuss the reserves briefing and decide upon action to be taken – Cllr Greenwood to lead.

Cllr Greenwood stressed the need for the council to reach an agreement on the reserves allocations prior to the budget and precept meeting. After a discussion on the matter, Cllr Greenwood agreed to rework the reserves document and to re-present at the next meeting.

14. To receive an update on the publication of the Councillor’s Register of Interests and decide upon action to be taken.

There was a reminder for Cllrs to send Cllr Greenwood their register of interests.

15. To agree the publication of Parish Councillors’ attendance at meetings.

Held Over.

16. To accept the external auditor’s certificate, report and recommendations.

18923 RESOLVED to accept the above. Proposed by Cllr G Carter, seconded by Cllr A Greenwood.

17. To receive update on the Ripponden War Memorial railings and any additional funding.  

Cllr Carter provided an update.

18. To receive an update on the forming of a Business and Tourism Committee.

Held Over.

19. To discuss grant application from the Young at Heart Club.

18924 RESOLVED to move all the money from Special Projects to S.137 Grants. Proposed by Cllr L Webster, seconded by Cllr A Greenwood.

18925 RESOLVED to grant the Young at Heart Club £250 under S. 137. Proposed by Cllr C Johnson, seconded by Cllr G Potts.

20. To discuss the grant application from Ripponden J & I School

18926 RESOLVED to grant Ripponden J & I £492.65. Proposed by Cllr Webster, seconded by Cllr G Potts.

18927 RESOLVED to suspend standing orders to extend the meeting by an extra 10 minutes.

21. To discuss the grant application from Barkisland Cricket Club.

18928 RESOLVED to refuse the application and write to the Club to explain why; also to refer a new application to the next meeting’s agenda. Proposed by Cllr A Greenwood, seconded by Cllr L Webster.

22. To discuss correspondence received regarding blocked bridleways in the parish.

Cllr Thornber offered an update.

23. To discuss Planning Applications, to receive Planning Decisions and to discuss Planning and Enforcement issues. 

Proposed stable block
Planning Application
Land North West Of St John The Divine C Of E Godly Lane Rishworth Sowerby Bridge Calderdale
Ref. No: 23/00728/FUL | Received: Wed 12 Jul 2023 | Validated: Mon 23 Oct 2023 | Status: Pending Consideration

18930 RESOLVED to object on the grounds of access and egress, overlarge for proposed use, and an active pylon.

Installation of Bio plant treatment system with drainage alterations
Planning Application
New Barn Farm Lower Wormald Rishworth Sowerby Bridge Calderdale HX6 4RF
Ref. No: 23/00568/FUL | Received: Thu 01 Jun 2023 | Validated: Wed 25 Oct 2023 | Status: Pending Consideration

18931 RESOLVED no objection.

Demolition of existing buildings to facilitate development of one detached dwelling
Planning Application
1 Ivy Cottages Stainland Road Barkisland Sowerby Bridge Calderdale HX4 0DQ
Ref. No: 23/00987/FUL | Received: Fri 22 Sep 2023 | Validated: Fri 27 Oct 2023 | Status: Pending Consideration

18932 RESOLVED to object on grounds of access and egress and greenbelt development.

Demolition of existing steel frame building and construction of up to 5 dwellings
Planning Application
Agricultural Buildings At Smithy Fold Farm Withens End Lane Rishworth Sowerby Bridge Calderdale
Ref. No: 23/00875/PIP | Received: Mon 16 Oct 2023 | Validated: Mon 30 Oct 2023 | Status: Pending Consideration

[bookmark: _Hlk151723341]18933 RESOLVED to object on grounds of access and egress, and greenbelt development.


Fell one tree (Tree Preservation Order)
Planning Application
3 Stony Croft Lane Ripponden Sowerby Bridge Calderdale HX4 0JD
Ref. No: 23/20185/TPO | Received: Thu 26 Oct 2023 | Validated: Thu 26 Oct 2023 | Status: Pending Consideration

18934 RESOLVED to refer the matter to the opinion of the CMBC arboriculturalist. 

24. To discuss to appointment of Parish Council staff. 

18935 RESOLVED to exclude press and public. Proposed by Cllr A Naylor, seconded by Cllr L Webster.

18936 RESOLVED to readmit press and public. Proposed by Cllr A Naylor, seconded by Cllr A Greenwood.

The meeting ended at 21:50

The date of the next meeting: 30 November 2023, at Ryburn United Football Club for the time of 19:15. 
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Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2022/23 in respect of

Ripponden Parish Council = WY0062

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit
carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined
that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local
public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)
as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the
NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:
e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

On 27 September 2023, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2023. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
are now in a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance
with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant
legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR has not been signed/approved in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015:

e  Section 1 was not signed by the Clerk
e Section 2 was not signed by the Responsible Finance Officer before approval.

The smaller authority has not addressed the ‘except for’ matter raised by the external auditor when qualifying the prior year
annual return. Section 2, Box 7 for the prior year does not agree to Boxes 1+2+3-(4+5+6).

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are corrected in the
prior year comparatives when completing next year’s AGAR.:

e  Transfers between bank accounts should have been excluded from receipts and payments in Section 2.
The figures in Boxes 3 and 6 should read £28,635 and £26,202 respectively, based on the information
provided that this transfer has been included as both a receipt and payment in the accounts.

PKF Littlejohn LLP

15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London
PKF Littlejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members’ names is available at the address below. PKF Littlejohn LLP is a limited E14 4HD
liability partnership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Registered office at 15 Westferry Circus, London E14 4HD. PKF
Littlejohn LLP is a member of PKF Global, the network of member firms of PKF International Limited, each of which is a separate and T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200

independent legal entity and does not accept any responsibility or liability for the actions or inactions of any individual member or
correspondent firm(s). www.pkf-l.com
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Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to
significant weaknesses in relation to Internal Control Objective J, as the cashbook, yearend bank reconciliation and bank
statements did not reconcile. The smaller authority has confirmed action was taken to address this area of weakness prior
to the submission of the 2022/23 AGAR.

External auditor certificate 2022/23
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &

Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2023.

PKF 1-.,&-%&,\:;%“ L

PKF Littlejohn LLP

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London
PKF Littlejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members’ names is available at the address below. PKF Littlejohn LLP is a limited E14 4HD
liability partnership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Registered office at 15 Westferry Circus, London E14 4HD. PKF
Littlejohn LLP is a member of PKF Global, the network of member firms of PKF International Limited, each of which is a separate and T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200

independent legal entity and does not accept any responsibility or liability for the actions or inactions of any individual member or

correspondent firm(s). www.pkf-l.com
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